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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 15 and 25 are objected to because of the following informalities, for both 
claims: "for at least one rolling body" in line 3 should be - - for the at least one rolling 
body- -. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 3-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 13 recites "at least one guiding surface" in line 2. Lines 4-5 recite "at least 
one surfaces of the profiled guiding element forms a guiding surface." It is not clear if 
this is the same surface or a different surface from that being claimed in line 2. For the 
purpose of examination it is being assumed that the Applicant meant to claim that the 
guiding surface is for at least one rolling body or sliding body. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,650 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3656 

5. Claims 1 3-1 9 and 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Jelenak, DT 2431935 (cited by Applicant). See Figures 2. 

6. Claims 13-19, 21, 24-29 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Koch, USP 4,606,588. 

Koch discloses a profiled guiding element (16/17) consisting of sheet metal for 
guiding operations, comprising at least one guiding surface (between 16 and 19, 19 and 
20, and 20 and 17) provided thereon, wherein the profiled guiding element comprises 
two projecting edge flanges (19 and 20) on a longitudinal edge that are formed by 
profiling gaps in the longitudinal edge, and at least one surface of the profiled guiding 
element forms a guiding surface (between flanges and 16 and 17) for at least one rolling 
body (6), wherein at least one surface of the edge flanges (19 and 20) forms the guiding 
surface for the at least one rolling body (6), wherein the surface area lying between the 
two edge flanges (19 and 20) and/or a partial area of the interior sides facing each other 
of the two edge flanges forms at least one guiding surface for at least one rolling body 
(6, see Figure 1), wherein the surface area lying between the two edge flanges at least 
partially forms the guiding surface (see Figure 1), wherein the interior sides facing each 
other of the two edge flanges (19 and 20) at least partially form guiding surfaces (see 
Figure 1), wherein the guiding surface (between flanges 19 and 20) is cross-sectionally 
arc-shaped and works together with rolling bodies (6) that are spherical in shape (see 
Figure 1), wherein the two edge flanges (19 and 20) are arranged symmetrically to a 
plane in the center of the profiled guiding element (see parting plane between 16 and 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,650 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3656 

1 7), wherein the exterior side of at least one of the two edge flanges forms at least one 
guiding surface (see the lower rolling element 6 in Figure 1), wherein the guiding 
operations include at least one of longitudinal guiding operations (slides back and forth) 
and pivoting guiding operations. 

7. Claims 13-17, 19, 22-27, 29, 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Askins, USP 5,329,825. 

Askins discloses a profiled guiding element (24/56) consisting of sheet metal for 
guiding operations, comprising at least one guiding surface (inside of 56) provided 
thereon, wherein the profiled guiding element comprises two projecting edge flanges 
(arms of 56 wrapping around 24) on a longitudinal edge that are formed by profiling 
gaps in the longitudinal edge, and at least one surface of the profiled guiding element 
forms a guiding surface (inside surface) for at least one sliding body (24), wherein at 
least one surface of the edge flanges (arms of 56) forms the guiding surface for the at 
least one sliding body (24), wherein the surface area lying between the two edge 
flanges (arms of 56) and/or a partial area of the interior sides facing each other of the 
two edge flanges forms at least one guiding surface for the at least one sliding body 
(24), wherein the surface area lying between the two edge flanges at least partially 
forms the guiding surface, wherein the interior sides facing each other of the two edge 
flanges at least partially form guiding surfaces (see Figure 6), wherein the two edge 
flanges (arms of 56) are arranged symmetrically to a plane in the center of the profiled 
guiding element, wherein the two edge flanges (arms of 56) at least partially grip, in a 
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pivoting manner, a sliding body (24) that forms an internal joint element, wherein both of 
the interior sides of the two edge flanges facing each other and forming the guiding 
surface lie on a common surface of a cylinder (see Figure 6), wherein the guiding 
operations include at least one of longitudinal and pivoting guiding operations (allows for 
longitudinal and limited pivoting) 

8. Claims 13, 14, 20 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) and (e) as being 
anticipated by Grouche, DE 10039768 A1 (cited by Applicant, effective filling date of 
instant Application is 9/25/2003). 

Grouche discloses a profiled guiding element (2) consisting of sheet metal for 
guiding operations, comprising at least one guiding surface (for elements 1 and 3) 
provided thereon, wherein the profiled guiding element comprises two projecting edge 
flanges (2a and small portion to the left of 2a on the left side of 1 ) on a longitudinal edge 
that are formed by profiling gaps in the longitudinal edge, and at least one surface of the 
profiled guiding element forms a guiding surface (surfaces of 2a and shorter left hand 
side guide 1 ) for at least rolling body (1 ), wherein at least one surface of the edge 
flanges forms the guiding surface for the at least one rolling body (1 , see Figure 2), 
wherein the two edge flanges (2a and shorter left hand side) are arranged 
asymmetrically to a plane in the center of the profiled guiding element (see dashed line 
in Figure 2). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES PILKINGTON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571)272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JAMES PILKINGTON/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3656 
2/10/09 



/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



